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Puzzle Principles

Divine Design — Finding Your Fit in the Body of Chist — Part Il

Romans 12:4-6

Introduction

This past week, | was invited to play golf with
three other staff members at our church. So | egoy
playing golf with Brad Harbaugh, Don Sandberg, and
David Loftis — the only man among us who could
play golf.

This was a diversion | had not had for nearly a
year, so my wife said, “Honey, you need to do
something different; you need to go.”

| went out to the shed, found my clubs, and met
the guys at Knight's Play — a very nice par three
course. It is easier than the long holes of molt go
courses, but still challenging enough for peoge li
me.

On the first hole, Don Sandberg teed up and hit
the ball. It immediately curved and went into the
woods. | thought, “I like this guy . . . a lot.’believe
he got a six on that hole, and only because wa set
limit.

On the next tee, Don hit the ball very high and
straight. In fact, it landed right next to the pimbout
ninety yards away. Then, it took a little spin swdgs
— and went right into the cup! It was a hole inlone

I had never seen that happen before in person.
None of us had. People play golf their entiredive
and dream of that hole in one, but never experience
it. We laughed and shouted until we were hoarse.

On the next hole, Don proceeded to hit a six.

On the next hole, we could not see the cup, as it
was located behind a small hill. Don whacked at the
ball and we saw it bounce on the hill and disappear

over the ridge. We eventually walked toward the

green and looked around for his ball, but could not
find it. David said, “Just for kicks, I'm going took
in the cup.”

The next thing we knew, David was falling down
in front of the pin, laughing in disbelief. Don’slb
was in the cup! Two times, in less than thirty
minutes, a hole in one!

Don said to us, “Guys, this really doesn’t matter.
I’'m no good and I'm probably not going to play
again for a long time.”

I knew he had some avid golf fans in his family,
so | asked, “Are you going to tell your family?”

He replied, “No, because they’ll probably ask me
to play, and | don’'t want to.”

Even though Don does not care, we are now
calling him, around the office, “Don One”!

Imagine experiencing what thousands of men
and women would love to experience, and make sure
they are written up in the newspaper because of it,
but knowing, in the end, even though it was afot o
fun, it really did not matter if you shot a onegosix.

One of the great discoveries of life is the
discovery of what really matters. In fact, in cgea
have not caught on to this fact, you happen torbe o
planet earth by divine design. If you think you are
just hereto . ..

e get through school;

e get a good job and pay the bills;
e maybe get married;

o somehow feed your family;

e put your kids through college;



e save enough for retirement so you can collec
seashells or play games;

o wait for either the rapture or the undertaker,
. then life is really about you, right?

And all the while, Madison Avenue bombards
you with ever increasing things that you must have
really live. Television and radio persistently adate
a message of individualism; a message that life
revolves around your needs, your desires, yoursyant
your world. Your peers define life by what theywdri
or live in or vacation to or invest in. And evemtigh
all of that is the nature of our culture, mankind
discovers that it really does not matter.

The question is, “What does matter?!”

I invite you back to the puzzle table for further
instruction from the apostle Paul on how to put it
together.

In our last session, we barely opened the box in
Romans, chapter 12, to look at the pieces. Insigad,
began to look at the process of what it takes tdhp
puzzle together. This puzzle is called life aglhtes
to the New Testament church.

It did not take us very long to discover a divine
design not only for the church, but for our owrev
as well. And it has nothing to do with what you éav
what you drive, or where you live; it has everythin
to do with who you are and what God has already
given to you.

In Romans, chapter 12, verse 3, Paul informs us
that we cannot discover our fit in the family witho
having a radical change in thinking. In fact, he
implies that you will not fit into the puzzle withb
humility. Notice in verse 3, Paul writes,

For through the grace given to me | say to
everyone among you not to think more
highly of himself than he ought to think . . .

In other words, do not carry around an attitude of
superiority. You cannot have the attitude that sioel
more important than other pieces in the puzzle.

| read an article that was originally published in
theChicago Tribune several months ago. German
orchestra violinists are in the process of suingafo
pay raise to exceed the raise given to those meamber
who play the flute, oboe, or trombone. The reason?
These sixteen violinists have determined that they
play many more notes per concert than their
colleagues and deserve to be paid more. The directg
of theBeethoven Orchestra in Bonn, Germany,
argued that they should not be paid more, since
everyone understands that even if you play more
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notes than someone else, every note is neededyto pl
the music the composer created.

What a classic illustration of the destructive
attitude of superiority. Can you imagine how thetre
of the orchestra feels about the violinists now?
Camaraderie is gone. There is no doubt that this
orchestra will have difficulty playing with the
composer’s passion and design.

In the same way in the church, no one is more
important than anyone else. Stop keeping track of
notes — we simply follow the Conductor. Similarly,
we do not boast or glory in our placement in the
puzzle — we simply surrender to the Designer.

So, before we even begin to work on the puzzle
pieces, Paul very clearly warns us that we are
probably going to need an attitude adjustment leefor
we even start!

“Puzzle Principles”
God’s Divine Design
for the Church

There is more that Paul wants us to understand.
He goes on in the next three verses of Romans,
chapter 12, to deliver what I will summarize inglr
principles. This is God’s divine design for the potiu
in the first century through this twenty-first cent.

Maintain the principle of unity

1. Principle number one is that we are to
maintain the principle of unity.

Paul writes in verses 4a and 5a of Romans,
chapter 12,

For just as we have many members in one
body . . . so we, who are many, are one body
in Christ . . .

God never repeats Himself because He is at a
loss for words. Twice in these verses, He insées t
phrase “one body”.

The church universal, no matter what continent
you live on or what generation you live in durigst
grand dispensation of grace, which is now two
thousand years old, is one body; one bride in €hris

The church local, which is also fashioned by
Christ and held accountable to operate in subrmssio
to Christ to effectively reach its world, is uniguets
own personality and opportunity as God so
determines.

For further study, you might want to ransack
Revelation, chapters 2 and 3, for truth about the
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unigue ministry and personality of individual local
churches. They were required to love one another,
seize opportunity for ministry, pursue purity, dele
the faith, and serve Christ in their particular laor

At all costs, maintain the principle of unity ireth
local church.

Paul would stress this principle over and over as
he wrote to the churches of Asia Minor.

To the Colossian believers he wrote,

. . . as those who have been chosen of
God . . . put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience;

bearing with one another, and forgiving
each other, whoever has a complaint against
anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also
should you.

Beyond all these things put on love,
which is the perfect bond of unity.

Let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in
one body [one puzzle - that is my
paraphrasel!] . . . (Colossians 3:12-15)

To the Ephesian church, Paul wrote,

.. .1 .. . implore you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling with which you
have been called,

with all humility and gentleness, with
patience, showing tolerance for one another
in love,

being diligent to preserve the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. (Ephesians 4:1-
3)
The writer of Hebrews challenged the church to
place their unity in truth and love at a high premi
He writes in Hebrews, chapter 10, verse 24 (KJV),

. . . let us consider one another to provoke . .

(You might say, “Stop there! That's me! | know
how to provoke people. I've got the gift of
provocation.” No, the writer is not finished.)

. . . let us consider one another to provoke
unto love and good works:

How? Continue to verse 25.

not forsaking the assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of some is . . .

We are all to contribute to the love and unity of
the church by making a habit of assembling together

It is in the assembly that we practice unity! Name
exempt from making a contribution.

| read one author who wrote with mischievous
humor, that some of God’s people have a joy that is
so deep, it never rises to the surface!

Someone might say, “Oh, that Christian is so
deep.”

However, they might actually be saying, “That
Christian is ornery.”

That reminds me of H. A. lIronside, who pastored
Moody church years ago and was a best selling
author of biblical studies and books. He once
admitted that he prayed every day, “Oh Lord, help
me not become an ornery old man.”

Spiritual gifts are ways of bringing joy, blessing,
and unity to the body. They are not toys to plaghwi
they are not personal treasure to keep to ourselves
they are not weapons to fight one another withy the
are tools to build the unity of the body.

Let us admit something. The truth is, we are
naturally divisive. We easily separate. We tend to
criticize. We like to gossip. We do not find it gas
give anyone the benefit of the doubt.

Apart from the work of Christ in our midst, we
would never stay together; no church would ever las
Unity is like fine china — it is beautiful, but fyde. It
must be reinforced and protected.

That is why Paul issues this challenge as he
begins to address the church. He tells us taudo o
part, as a piece of the puzzle, to maintain the
principle of unity.

That leads me to the second principle.

Strengthen the principle of family

2. Principle number two is that we are to
strengthen the principle of family.

| find it interesting that even though Paul has
already stressed the fact that we are one in ttg bo
of Christ, he then says it in another way thatvsne
more challenging. It is easy to miss, in fact. Labk
the phrase in the latter part of verse 5 of Romans,
chapter 12.

...we...are...
one of another.

It is easy to overlook this because it is harder to
accept, right? It is one thing to say, “I belongl&asus
Christ,” but it is another to say, “I belong to yoli
is one thing to say, “I'm related to God by faith i
Christ,” but it is another entirely to say, “I'mlaged
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to you too.” However, that is exactly what Paul
means.

If you ask the average Christian for their list of
priorities, they will rattle off,

e God,
o my family,
e My career.

Then they will look at you as if they are
something.

The older | get, the bolder | get, so now, | just
ask them, “Which family? You have:

e God first,

o then your family,

e then lastly, your career.
What is missing?!”

| assume by “family,” you mean immediate
family members. So, where is your spiritual family?
Are they on the list?

In the book of Ephesians, Paul clearly teaches the
responsibility and priority of the nuclear familyhe
husband and wife are to reflect the truth of CHost
His church and children are to honor their parents
all of which is glorifying to God.

In the book of Romans, Paul is teaching the
relationship and priority of the spiritual familthe
living church. With equal passion, they are tosser
one another, build one another up, edify and iestru
one another in the faith.

In Ephesians, there is the priority of a biological
relationship.

In Romans, there is the priority of a spiritual
relationship.

Has it ever occurred to you that the spiritual will
live beyond the biological? In fact, when you leave
planet earth, as the bride of Christ, your hushaitid
be Jesus Christ. The Son of God, your Bridegroom,
has a place already prepared; a place for youein th
Father’s house.

Ma’am, that means the husband you have on
earth will not be your husband for eternity. Ishat
arelief?

You are the bride of Christ. That means that at
this time, we are all related by faith in the
Bridegroom.

It should not surprise us then that the apostlé Pay
actually tells us to relate to one another as mesnbe
of the same family.

He gave Timothy this advice,

Respond to older men as fathers; treat
younger men as brothers; treat the older
women as mothers and act in purity toward
the younger women as your own sisters. (I
Timothy 5:1-2 paraphrased)

Would that not revolutionize the way we act in
church? That would change the way you would treat
younger men who are filled with questions; the way
you would treat a young woman on a date; the way
you would treat older women and listen to older men

This is the picture on the puzzle box; this is what
it looks like. We are:

e to pursue the principle of unity;
e to strengthen the principle of family.

Allow for the principle of diversity

3. Principle number three is a challenge from
Paul to us to allow for the principle of
diversity.

I am not referring to doctrinal diversity, but

practical diversity within the body.

Paul writes in verse 6 of Romans, chapter 12,

. . . we have gifts that differ according to the
grace givento us. ..

If the first principle was hard to swallow, thiseon
will only go down with a lot of sugar. It is likéé
way | drink my coffee. | do not like the taste of
coffee, but I like something hot to drink that keep
me awake. So | pour on the sugar and extra cream in
order to swallow it. For me, coffee is dessert cup.

The taste of diversity is probably too strong for
the average Christian. We tend to avoid people that
are not like us. We naturally hang around people wh
like the same things; have the same interestsnare
similar station in life; come to the same concluasio

In the recent national basketball championship,
for example, we either hung around people who
celebrated the University of North Carolina’s wan,
we hung around people who did not celebrate.

We get along with people who vote the same way
we vote. There are people who voted for President
Bush and there are people who voted for the other
guy. There are people wishing Rush Limbaugh would
run for office.

Then we come to church. And we often make the
mistake of thinking that “church” means we all
conform to one another. That is why you can walk

4



into the average church today, and everybody looks
alike; dresses alike; talks alike; reads the saooi&d)
watches the same programs; listens to the same kin
of music; goes to the same schools or chooses to
homeschool. Churches divide over these issues.

Let me say this — my wife and | have had our
children in public school, we have homeschooled,
and we have had them in Christian school too. None
of them work . . . perfectly! Every year we follow
what we believe to be the Lord’s leading for us.

However, the average church today, would say
that if you decide all of that stuff in the sameywa
then you are operating in unity!

Ladies and gentlemen, there is a vast difference
between unity and uniformity. Uniformity forbids
diversity. Unity, as we will discover in this pagg,
allows for the principle of diversity.

I am not talking about doctrine! | am talking
about function.

God purposefully chose not to make us in the
way that General Motors makes Buicks. We are
different and unique; built with different featurasd
capabilities.

To wish to be like someone else is actually to
discredit the wisdom of God, since He was the one
who put you together to begin with! If you are a
Buick, then be a Buick. You are going to have
electrical problems, so just be patient. If youare
Chevy pickup, do not be too proud about it, stay
humble. There is room in the garage for everyone.

Notice how Paul puts it in the last part of verse 4
and the first part of verse 6.

. all the members do not have the same
function, . we have gifts that differ
according to the grace givento us . . .

By the way, this does not mean that some have
more grace than others. Paul means that because of
God's grace, we all have been given our unique and
different gifts.

God sovereignly bestowed on you and me the
equipment to serve Him and His church. In fact, the
New Testament tells us that every member of the
Godhead was involved in giving believers spiritual
gifts. It was:

e God the Father in Romans, chapter 12;

o God the Son in Ephesians, chapter 4;

e God the Spirit in | Corinthians, chapter 12.
Peter wrote it this way,

As each one of you has received a special
gift, employ it in serving one another as good
stewards of the manifold grace of God. (I
Peter 4:10)

Think of that! Should it not stagger our minds
that God knew from eternity past that you would not
only become a member of the Bride, but how you
would contribute to the Body?

Let me make it even more personal than that.
Before the world began, God knew what this church,
in this generation, in this city, in this hour wadul
need, and He chose you and gifted you to add
something to the puzzle picture of His grace.

Brad Estep, from St. Petersburg, Florida, told the
story of Jamie Scott. Jamie tried out for the @lay
his elementary school. He had his heart set orgbein
one of the characters in the play, but his motimemk
better. He was not the most outgoing personality an
was sometimes reserved and quiet. She fearedehat h
would be crushed when he learned that he had not
been chosen to play one of the characters. Orete d
the parts were awarded to the children, Jamie’s
mother and one of his friends went along to pick hi
up, just in case he was crushed by the
disappointment. When Jamie saw his mother, he
rushed over to her, his eyes shining with excitémen
and said, “Guess what, Mom, | have been chosen to
clap and to cheer.”

Oh that we would all find similar joy in what
God has chosen for us to do. Why? Because before
you ever discover the character you are to plaken
body, it is as if Paul wants us to know we have all
been chosen to clap.

Conclusion

We are all members one of another. That is
something that really matters — more than making a
hole in one twice in the same game.

In order for that perspective to take place in this
family, we are going to have to:

o allow for the principle of diversity;
o reinforce the principle of family;
e pursue the principle of unity.

That is all a part of God’s divine design as we,
together, reveal to our world the puzzle picturé¢hef
family of God — the living, breathing, serving,
diversified yet unified church of Jesus Christ. And
thus, reveal to the world a picture of the grace of
God.
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