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Introduction

The Swedish film director, Bergman, stood in a
cathedral in Europe one afternoon, staring at an
ancient painting of Christ which hung on the wall.
He whispered repeatedly, passionately to it the
words, “Speak to me. Speak to me!”

His experience that day, | have read, would
become the motivation of his movie entitl&lence
which portrayed people who despaired in trying to
hear from God.

Another film director, by the name of Woody
Allen, once lamented, “We have no spiritual center
we are drifting alone in the cosmds.”

The Jew asked Paul, in Romans, chapter 3,
“What advantage is there to being a Jew? If our
blood line to Abraham isn’t good enough; if our
rituals and observances don't find us a place in
heaven; if our suffering as a nation doesn’t gahus
favor with God, then what good is it that we are
Jews?”

In Romans, chapter 3, verse 2, Paul answered,
“Oh, your advantage is incredible — you were thet fi
people to receive the oracles from God! You were
the ones through whom God delivered the sacred
Book.”

That statement alone, generates a lot of questior
from the believer and the unbeliever today. |dwedi
we need to stop, for at least one discussion, and
answer some of them.

Four Views of the Bible

S

There are four basic views of the Bible.

The Bible is the Word of God

1. The first view is that the Bible is the Word of
God - this is obviously the fundamental
belief of the believer.

The Bible is a collection of fables, folk tales,
myths, and legends

2. The second view is that the Bible is a
collection of fables, folk tales, myths, and
legends. The Bible is simply rejected
outright.

Recently, | read about one author, named Ernest
Renan, who has evaluated the text of the gospdis an
written a book entitledThe Life of JesusHe says
that all the miracles of the Bible are legendsr Fo
example, he writes that:

e Lazarus never completely died. Instead, the
family wanted people to believe in Jesus so
much that they staged the whole thing and
had Lazarus pretend to be dead in order to set
up a phony resurrection. Mary and Martha
helped plan this, as well.

e Also, Jesus never healed anyone, but only
aided sick people, by His gentleness, so that
they felt better.

Here is one | especially liked. | found it hard to
believe he could write this and keep a straighe faic
the same time. According to Renan:



o At the Sea of Galilee, Jesus never actually
walked on the water. Instead, He was
stepping on a very heavy growth of lily pads.

What about the feeding of the five thousand?
Renan declares:

e Alarge quantity of food was stored in a
nearby cave, which Jesus knew about. He
ordered His disciples to sneak it out and
bring it to Him to disperse to the crowWd.

Frankly, it takes as much, if not more, faith to
believe Renan than it does the record of Scripture.

The Bible is a combination of God’'s Word and
fables, myths, and legends

3. Perhaps a more challenging view of the Biblg
is the growing, popular view that the Bible is
a combination of God’'s Word and fables,
myths, and legends.

Of course, the problem with that view is, no one
has any apparatus for determining objectively which
are the words of God and which are the words of
man. In fact, once you get into this particulamam
the raging water of unbelief will sweep you to a
tragic end.

For several years, a group of pseudo-Bible
scholars, known as the Jesus Seminar, have met to
discuss and vote on what Jesus truly said and iwhat
make believe. Their stated purpose is, “to chahge
way people think about Jesus”. | assure you,nbis
to think better of Him. They want to, “free thebR:
from the religious right”. They want a Jesus that
“speaks to things that concern modern society, like
feminism, multiculturalism, and political
correctness”.

After studying the gospels, they concluded that
only about eighteen percent of the words ascribed t
Christ were actually spoken by Him. That means,
eighty two percent of them, Christ never said. yThe
met and voted recently, on the Lord’s prayer. Afte
much scholarly debate and discussion, they decided
that the only words Jesus actually said in thayqra
were the words, “Our Father”. Frankly, though, |
was surprised they agreed on the word, “Father”.

Others, out of their unbelief, have rejected the
New Testament as authoritative — whatever you wan
to believe about Christ, you can believe. Somehav
written that He was a Jewish reactionary, a
charismatic rabbi, and even a homosexual magician,

The famous Albert Schweitzer wrote his own
biography of Christ. He concluded that Christ went
insane and, in His insanity, claimed to be divine.

One British author wrote that Christ was simply a
good, Jewish lad with a brilliant flair for moral
teaching — He would have been shocked to think that
people would ever worship Him as God.

One woman, who has taught on the college level,
wrote that Jesus was part of the sect living in
Palestine, that He married and had three childxed,
then, He divorced and remarried.

One author believed that Jesus never died on the
cross, but lived and traveled with Paul on his
missionary travels. And, that it was with Paul in
Philippi that Jesus met His second wife.

If that was true, then what in the world was Paul
talking about in his letters? They are filled with
references to Christ's death and resurrection!

Several authors, including some | have just
referred to, were at least honest enough to adhant t

In order to reach such speculations, we are
obliged to read between the lines, fill in
certain gaps, deal with omissions and with
references that are, at best, oblique.

One author made the jump from John, chapter 11,
where Mary poured ointment on Jesus’ feet and then,
dried it with her hair, which was the role of avaa
to believing that He actually married her and had s
kids. That is reading an awful lot between thedin

Why not? As soon as you view the Bible as
anything less that the Word from God, and not man,
you are open to all sorts of fanciful and even
blasphemous notions. You have, in fact, placed
yourself as the authority over the Bible, which
means, you now determine what is true and what is
not.

Augustine said, centuries ago, to his own
generation,

If you believe what you like in the gospels,
and reject what you don't like, it is not the
gospel you believe, but yourself.

The Bible is the Word of God, but it is not the las
word from God

4. A fourth view that has, unfortunately, found
a warm welcome inside the evangelical
church, and also leads to doctrinal danger and
abuse, is that the Bible is the Word of God,
but it is not the last word from God.



Men who believe this usually parade about their
church platforms announcing their latest revelation
from God, saying, “God told me this . . . and God
told me that . . .”

Their congregations are given additional
revelation from God — and, tragically, they have
opened the door for the Muslim, who says, “I badiev
that too — and Mohammed, in the seventh century,
heard from God too.”

Of course, Muslims believe that Jesus will one
day come back to earth as a Muslim, marry, have
children, die, and be buried near Mohammed. Other
Muslim traditions state the belief that when Christ
comes back, He will kill all the Jews, convert the
Christians to Islam, and reign as King of all
Muslims”"

And what can the Christian say about that, after
being taught, implicitly and explicitly, that Gosl i
still speaking to their leaders? If this is notd%o
final Word, who can say the Muslim is wrong?

Who is to say they are wrong? Who is to say thg
Benny Hinn was wrong when he announced, in his
crusade in Nairobi the week before | visited the
believers there, that God had told him that Jesus
would appear with him on stage one night during the
crusade? | was asked the question, “Did Benny Hinip
get that word from God?”

The churches were actually splitting over that
crusade — into those who believed Christ had
appeared and those who believed He had not
appeared.

| was able to tell them, “No.”

Why? Because the Bible does not end with a
comma. ltis the last Word from God until Christ
appears.

The only thing the true teacher and preacher of
God will do is teach what God has already said, not
come up with something God supposedly just said.
That is why you have never heard, and will never
hear me say, “God said to me one night . . .”

There are many today, who hold to the equal
authority of apocryphal books, such as the Gospel o
Barnabas. This is not actually included in the Rom
Apocrypha but is one of the disputed books that
circulated in the ancient church.

If you read the Gospel of Barnabas, which may
have been written as late as the fourteenth century
you discover the life of Christ rewritten to agreiéh
the tenets of Islam. It denies that Jesus isdheo$
God; denies the crucifixiofi.

—

By the way, many Muslims believe the Gospel of
Barnabas contains the ultimate truth about Jesus
Christ. In other words, they believe that God spok
again in the fourteenth century.

The Mormons believe that God spoke again to
Joseph Smith and that Smith’s writindg$e Book of
Mormon The Pearl of Great PriceandDoctrine and
Covenantsare equal to Scripture.

The Christian Scientists follow Mary Baker
Eddy, who believed that she, in her own words, was
“the revelator of truth for this age”. She saily*
Science and Health with Key to the Scripturas
God as its author — | was only a scribe.”

The Jehovah's Witnesses believe that their
publication,The Watchtoweris “a magazine without
equal on earth, because God is the author.”

David Berg, who leads the Children of God,
refers to himself as a latter day prophet. He,said
an interview withChristianity Todaythat his letters,
written to his followers, are “God’s word for today

This fourth view of the Bible, that it is God’s
Word, but it is not the last word from God, alsb, o
course, has, for centuries, been the belief of Roma
Catholicism.

I am, obviously, trying to offend nearly everyone
today. If you feel as if | have left you out, tact
me afterward!

I am not trying to offend you; | am not trying to
upset you — | am trying to warn you and protect.you
As Paul told all who would lead and teach the peopl
of God, in Acts, chapter 20 — our role is to protee
flock from false teaching that would lead them agtr

My friend, the greatest danger facing you has to
do with what God has revealed — and whether you
take it seriously and live it, or rebel against it.

The very first temptation recorded in the Bible
was when Satan slithered up to Eve and said, in
Genesis, chapter 3, verse 1b,

...has God said . . .?

In other words, “Does God really know what
He’s talking about? Is God’s Word the final
authority in your life?”

And that temptation is still his favorite one.

What are you going to do with the Bible? Is
God’'s Word the final authority in your life?

In the Roman church, the Pope claims to speak
the very words of God. He speaks the words of God
on whatever subject he addresses and he makes no
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error. In other words, God is still speaking, &fel
speaks through him.

These are four views of the Bible:
e The Bible alone is the Word of God.

e The Bible is a collection of fables and
legends.

e The Bible is a combination of God’s Word
and legends.

e The Bible is the Word of God, but not the
last word from God.

We believe that the Bible is, in fact, a closed
book; that it is the last Word from God until Chris
comes again.

How do we know that? Because we believe whalt
the Bible says. Ifit, indeed, is the Word of Gtiten
it says of itself, “Don’t add anything else to mard
don’t take anything away.”

In the book of Revelation, chapter 22, verses 18
through 21, we read,

| testify to everyone who hears the words of
the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to
them, God will add to him the plagues which
are written in this book; and if anyone takes

away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his part from
the tree of life and from the holy city, which

are written in this book. He who testifies to
these things says, “Yes, | am coming
quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. The
grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.

Someone might say, “But that's only talking
about adding to the book of Revelation.”

Before you follow that reasoning too far,
remember that Revelation was placed last because ¢f
its obvious content — it contains the revelatiamir
God about the end of the world as we know it. This
is the end of human history — as it empties into
divine, heavenly eternity. Because of that, it was
placed last in the order of sacred books. Theegfbr
you add to the book of Revelation, you are adding t
the Bible.

In this life, perhaps not, but in the eternal tibe
come, oh, the horrors, the plagues, the tormemn upo
those who trifled with the Word of God and invented
their own systems of belief, so that people would
follow them — are they not plagued now?

Where is Nostradamus now? The man who camle
from a long line of astrologers and occult
soothsayers, who claimed to know the future of the

world and future events through the year 8000 A.D.
A man admitted to be wrong many times by his most
ardent followers. And how often could a true prefph
of God be wrong? Never!

One prophecy that was proven false was a death
sentence to that supposed prophet.

Was it possible for a false prophet to get it right
Was it possible for a false prophet to predict some
near event correctly, evidently given information b
the underworld? Yes. But, listen to the Lord’s
warning in Deuteronomy, chapter 13, beginning with
verses 1 and 2.

If a prophet . . . arises among you and gives
you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the
wonder comes true, concerning which he
spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after other
gods (whom you have not known) and let us
serve them,”

In other words, if a supposed prophet comes
along and says, “I predict that you're going todkre
your leg tomorrow, and your favorite cow is going t
run away, and lightning is going to hit your baand
all of that will prove that Jehovah is not the God
follow anymore, but to follow after me and my
gods.”

And, guess what happens tomorrow — your cow
runs away, lightning hits your barn, and you break
your leg trying to put the fire out. You mightnki
“Man, this guy must be for real!”

Continue, in Deuteronomy, to verses 3 and 4.

you shall not listen to the words of that
prophet . . .; for the Lord your God is testing
you to find out if you love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul.
You shall follow the Lord your God and fear
Him; and you shall keep His
commandments, listen to His voice, serve
Him, and cling to Him.

It is possible for a supposed prophet to predict
something that actually comes true. But, if itslae
becomes a test to the believer — will they contitaue
follow the revealed Word of God, or follow the
prophet who, ultimately, leads them away from God?

It is possible for miraculous things to happen,
even in the name of God, while the messenger,
claiming to be a man of God who is speaking in the
name of God through Jesus Christ, is, in fact|sefa
prophet.

You may remember, in Matthew, chapter 7,
verses 22 through 23, that the Lord said,



Many will say to Me on that day, “Lord,

Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name,
and in Your name cast out demons, and in
Your name perform many miracles?” And
then | will declare to them, “I never knew

you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness.”

What if an angel did visit Mohammed and deliver
to him, in Arabic, th&Quran (or Koran) and call it,
further words from God? It denies the virgin bioth
Christ, the death and resurrection of Christ, dad t
Christ is God in the flesh.

What if an angel did visit Joseph Smith, centurieg
later, and deliver to him new words from God, in
Egyptian hieroglyphics, which became B@ok of
Mormorf? It denies that Christ is God in the flesh, thd
only true and living God who, as God, was uncreate
and eternal.

Listen to Paul, in Galatians, chapter 1, verses 6
through 9.

| am amazed that you are so quickly
deserting Him who called you by the grace of
Christ, for a different gospel; which is really
not another; only there are some who are
disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel
of Christ. But even though we, or an angel
from heaven, should preach to you a gospel
contrary to that which we have preached to
you, let him be accursed. As we have said
before, so | say again now, if any man is
preaching to you a gospel contrary to that
which you received, let him be accursed.

And what of the prophets of Scripture? How do
we know they told the truth?

One author that | read, told a story that came
right out of the CIA files to illustrate proof of
identity.

A Soviet double agent was stranded in Mexico.
The secretary of the Russian ambassador in Mexico
would meet him and hand a passport to him. He
received his instructions as to how to identify dth
to the secretary. Five prearranged signs werengive
to the ambassador and to the spy, so there would be
no possibility of misidentification. The signs weer

e When in Mexico City, the spy was to write a

letter to the secretary confirming his presence

and to sign his name on the letter as, “I.
Jackson”.
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o After exactly three days beyond the
postmark, he was to go to the Plaza de Colon
in Mexico City.

¢ He was to stand before the statue of
Columbus.

e He was to have a guidebook open, with one
of his fingers pointing to a paragraph in the
guidebook.

o When approached, he was to say, “Isn't it a
magnificent statue?” and then, he was to say
that he had traveled to Mexico from
Oklahoma.

Following the fulfillment of those five signs, the
Russian ambassador would be convinced that this
was truly a Russian agent.

Just five signs. Frankly, if all those came trate,
the right time and in the prescribed manner, tfésod
were incredibly high that he was, in fact, the deub
agent

There are literally hundreds of prophecies in the
scriptures. In fact, a huge percentage of theeil
prophecy.

Prophecy About Jesus in the Bible

What did they prophesy about the Messiah, and
did it come true in Jesus Christ? Let me give you
five signs.

The Messiah would be born in Bethlehem

1. The prophet Micah, in chapter 5, verse 2,
said,

But as for you, Bethlehem . . . from
you One will go forth for Me to be
ruler in Israel. . ..

In other words, the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem.

This was fulfilled, according to Luke, chapter 2.
However, someone might say, “Yes, Jesus was born
in Bethlehem, but He didn’t go on to rule in Ist&el

That is right — you need to keep reading the
Prophets.

The Messiah would be oppressed and afflicted, yet
would not speak

2. A second sign is the prophet Isaiah, saying,
in chapter 53, verse 7,

He was oppressed and He was
afflicted, yet He did not open His



mouth; like a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and like a sheep that is
silent before its shearers . . .

This was fulfilled, according to Matthew, chapter
27, verses 13 through 14.

Then Pilate said to Him, “Do You not hear

how many things they testify against You?”
And He did not answer him with regard to

even a single charge, so that the governor
was quite amazed.

The Messiah'’s hands and feet would be pierced
and, after lots were cast, His clothes would be
divided
3. A third sign comes from the pen of King
David. He wrote, in Psalm, chapter 22,
verses 16 and 18,

a band of evildoers has
encompassed me; they pierced my
hands and my feet . . . they divide my
garments among them, and for my
clothing they cast lots.

Can you believe that? Centuries later, those very
things happened at Christ’s crucifixion.

The Messiah would speak specific words on the
Cross

4. A fourth sign would be the words of Christ

on the cross. David began Psalm, chapter 22

by writing the words of the future Messiah,

My God, my God, why hast Thou
forsaken me? . . .

This was also fulfilled, according to Matthew,
chapter 27, verse 46, as Christ uttered those very
words in agony as fully man, abandoned by the
Father and the Spirit.

The Messiah would be with a rich man in His
death

5. The fifth sign that Christ was in fact the
Messiah, comes from the prophecy of Isaiah,
who wrote with incredible precision of the
Messiah, in chapter 53, verse 9,

His grave was assigned with wicked
men, yet He was with a rich man in
His death . . .

“His grave was assigned with wicked men . . .”,

in other words, Christ, like any other criminal, wa

have been taken from the cross and thrown into a
garbage heap or open grave with others who had died
as criminals. Yet, Isaiah said that He would b#h\ai

rich man in His death, adding in verse 9,

. . . because He had done no violence [crime]

This was fulfilled in Matthew, chapter 27, as
well, in verses 57 through 60,

And when it was evening, there came a rich
man . . . named Joseph . . . This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then
Pilate ordered it to be given over to him.
And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in
a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own
new tomb, which he had hewn out in the
rock . ..

Christ was with a rich man in His death.

It is simply not possible for several men to have
seen so far into the future, writing at differantes,
yet having their words come to fruition with exact
precision.

Someone might say, “But, | want another sign
that the Bible is telling the truth about Christlan
redemption. Give me something else besides the
scriptures and | will believe. | want more proof!”

To you, | refer to that time when Jesus was
preaching to a crowd of people and He told theystor
of Lazarus and the rich man.

The rich man was an unbeliever who died and
went to Hades, which is the place of torment while
one is awaiting final judgment and placement in, hel
according to Revelation, chapter 20. The rich man
begs that Lazarus be allowed to come back from the
dead to tell his father and brothers about eteianity
their need to follow after God.

Luke records, in chapter 16, verses 27 through
31, this amazing afterlife event. The rich man is
begging Abraham, with whom he is being allowed to
converse.

And he said, “Then | beg you, Father, that
you send him to my father’'s house — for |
have five brothers — that he may warn them,
lest they also come to this place of torment.”
But Abraham said, “They have Moses and
the Prophets; let them hear them.” But he
said, “No, Father Abraham, but if someone
goes to them from the dead, they will
repent!” But he said to him, “If they do not

listen to Moses and the Prophets, neither will



they be persuaded if someone rises from the Have you felt the pleasure of God as you have

dead.” wandered through its truth?

Did you catch that? If a person does not believe To love this Book, my friend, is to love its
the Prophets, they will not believe a man who come§  Author. And to obey and love its Author, is todov
back from the dead! and obey this sacred Book.

My friend, what is your view of the Prophets? Listen to what John Wesley wrote, in the
What is your view of the Bible? eighteenth century, about the Bible,

e Is it a Book of wonderful stories, fanciful | am a creature of only a day, passing through

legends, and moral teachings? life as an arrow through the air. | am a spirit

come from God and returning to God, just
hovering over the great gulf ‘till, a few
moments hence, | am no more seen; | drop

e Is it a combination of God’s Word and things
men made up to feel better about themselveg
and life in general?

into an unchangeable eternity! | want to
e Isit God's Word, but you want more — you know one thing — the way to heaven. How to
want some additional word and then, you land safe on that happy shore. God himself
will believe? has condescended to teach me the way. For
e Or, is it the Word of God — completed, this very end he came from heaven. He hath
finished, sufficient to equip you for life and written it down in a book. O give me that
eternity? book! At any price, give me the book of God!

| have it: here is knowledge enough for me.
Let me be a man of one Book. Here then | am,
far from the busy ways of men. 1| sit down
alone. Only God is here. In His presence |
open, | read His book [and | find] the way to

heaveri.

Have you found the Redeemer calling from its
pages? Have you found light for your path in its
guidance? Have your found conviction of sin from
the wounding of its words? Have you known the
forgiveness of God from its bloodstained pages?

This manuscript is from a sermon preached on 10022y Stephen Davey.
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